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Presidents Message

My special project this year is Homeless Veterans.  
I did not choose a specific homeless veterans organization 
because I want everyone to feel like you can assist any 
homeless veterans in your own areas.  When you do, please 
let me know what you’re doing, and invite me to events.  
Based on information received from you, the Units and the 
Districts, I will highlight activities in The Ribbitting News 
Communiqué throughout the year so everyone knows the 
great assistance that is being done for our homeless heroes.  
Hopefully every month I’ll have a “Helping Our Homeless 
Veterans” section.  If you can’t do hands on assistance, 
donate through Headquarters for my special project – 
thanks!  That being said, here is the 1st section:

“Helping Our Homeless Veterans!”  17th District 
President Eleanor Amato reported that at the installation of 
Units 293 (Interlachen) and 45 (Palatka), she was given 18 
cases of shampoos and conditioners each containing 288 
items  = total of 5,184 items.  Prior to that, she had received 

100 bottles of similar items from a member of Unit 285 
(Edgewater).  All of these items are going to our homeless 
heroes.  Way to go!  Keep up the great work.

National Convention was a great success.  I 
thoroughly enjoyed the ‘Chaplains Breakfast’ where The 
American Legion and American Legion Auxiliary Youth 
Champions were recognized.  Your Department of Florida 
delegates were excited that “our own” Girls Nation 
President Jennifer Berrian was present and addressed the 
attendees.  FYI,  I stayed there right until the end of 
Convention so I could be part of the National Installation of 
Officers where newly installed National President Kris 
Nelson formally installed all of the Department Presidents 
who were present.  I was proud to be there representing the 
great Department of Florida!

In the monthly Communiqué, I don’t want to give 
too many details of my travels because you’ll hear all of 
that in my year-end report.  Let me just say that September 
has kept me busy.  Here is a synopsis:  I traveled to 
Kissimmee to attend the memorial service of National SAL 
Commander Jim Roberts’ father, stopped and visited at 
Kissimmee Post 10 while I was in the area, initiated new 
members of Unit 219 (Fruitland Park – yes, the Unit that I 
belong to!), attended Unit 112’s meeting (Winter Park) 
where the girls stater (Tracy Nelson who also went to Girls 



Nation!) and the boys staters spoke of their adventures in 
Tallahassee.  After typing this, I’m headed out on a trip to 
the 14th and 9th Schools of Instruction to deliver Unit 
packets and then will be attending the roast of Past 
National Commander Clarence Hill.  Later in the month 
I’ll be attending the pre-dedication and tour of the new bed 
tower at the VAMC in Gainesville … then helping at the 
Orlando Stand Down … and who knows what else.

OH … and I have volunteered at Department 
Headquarters – yes, I am a “hands on” Department 
President … & am enjoying it.    I now know 1st hand 
the frustrations of trying to do so many things at once to 
keep the Department of Florida as great as it is.  Your 1st 
Vice President Peggy has also been to HQ helping key 
membership, etc.  Thanks Peggy!  If you want to help, call 
Robin to see if there’s a project you can help with.

 MARK YOUR CALENDARS:  National 
President Kris Nelson will be visiting the Department of 
Florida from October 24th to 27th.  She’ll be here for the 1st 
part of the R2R Florida Challenge as it travels along the 
east coast.  When plans are finalized, I will email 
information to everyone on the Department Executive 
Committee asking them to spread the word.  Let’s show 
the National President how great we are by supporting her 
on her visit here!

Plans are being made for Fall Conference.  It’s 
going to be fun and informative.  Districts … do you have 
your own District cheer ready?  Membership Chairman 
Sandy, and everyone else, is counting on lots of cheers and 
lots of spirit.  Celebrate good times … come on … it’s 
membership!!   

Diane Rousseau
Department President 

 “Are you ready for some Frog Ball?”
Great because the game is on the players are set and the 
action has started. Thanks to all District Presidents and 
District Membership  chairmen for helping the 
“Celebration”  for the Membership presentation at 
Department School of Instruction. I can feel the 
excitement--the challenges are in place -–game is on!
Sept. 28th we HOP fully will be at the 55 yard line or 
further down the field-so you can have something to 
croak about. 
Fall conference “Pep Rally” is fast approaching. We are 
going to have District cheers happening during  Fall 
conference. Show your team pride and colors. Make sure 
you have your song as part of the festivities for 

conference.  Remember to get new members involved  
and show pictures of the Vet you came in under. Please 
thank all those membership chairmen for their hard work 
–hugs are good.
“There’s a party going on right here-it’s membership-it 
lasts throughtout the year –so bring a good pen and a 
good attitude-we’ll be 100% when the year is through. 
Come on now. Mem-ber-ship.”

Leap to Success through scoring a touchdown !

Sandy Beasley
Chairman

Membership
Coach’s Corner 



Chaplain’s Report
Hello from the Chaplain’s corner, Pray you have had a good summer.

We are getting ready for all the activities that come with fall, there will 
be  Dinners, dances, meetings, etc……. Just remember why we are 

doing all this. For God and Country.. Our veterans and their families.
Psalms 41: 1 & 2 says;    “Blessed is he who has regard for the weak, the 

Lord delivers him in times of trouble.  The Lord will protect him and 
preserve his life;  he will bless him in he land and not surrender him to 

the desire of his foes.”

Our Deceased Members list follows.
District #1 
 Unit 340 Hynes, Elizabeth Jane R

District #2
 Unit 84 Fulton, Mary J.

District #3
 Unit 383 Kendall, Mary K.

District #4
 Unit 16 McQuesten, Lou E.
   Walden, Goldie C.
 Unit 155 Reinhard, Lillian T.

District #5
 Unit 137 Broadway, Jane A.
   Bubb, Penny L.
   Dierker, Barbara L.

District #7
 Unit 8  Epperson, Nita L.
   List, Morer
 Unit 339 Newman, Hazel

District #9
 Unit 180 Reid, Katie A.

District #12
 Unit 163 Bissell, Billie

   Napier, Dorcas H.
   Wilder, Barbara
 Unit 189 Watt, Sherlee

District #13
 Unit 303 Lowe, Rita
   Prentki, Susan J.

District #15
 Unit 148 Bigelow, Shirley
 Unit 152 Galern, Betty
 Unit 186 Bianchi, Nancy L.
   Santangelo, Suzanne
 Unit 334 Rowe, Dorothy

District #16
 Unit 7  Curry, Eleanore
 Unit 119 Dermody, Jacqueline
 Unit 158 Sullivan, Karen
 Unit 252 Frost, Irene
   Crews, Judy M.
 Unit 273  Bannon, Patricia A.
   Burton, Beverly J.

District #17
 Unit 115 Courtney, Marie F.
   Rice, Opal G.

May their Souls rest in peace
Our Prayers go out to  Past Department President  Jan Croft, she is (as of this writing) resting at

home, also Past Department President Linda McKeon.  Linda in the West Palm Beach VA hospital.  
May the Lord bless and keep you until we meet again.

Marion Vick 
Department Chaplain



Unit mail is being sent to the address that has been 
established; either the PO  Box or Post Home.  There 
are very few exceptions that we will mail Unit mail to a 
memberʼs address.  It is important that you check your 
Unit mail on a regular basis.  Renewal notices will be 
going to this address.  Communiqués, if the unit 
subscribed to the mailings will also be going to the 
Unit address of record.  

Invoices . . . have been mailed to all Units to the 
Unitʼs address of record.  They are payable upon 
receipt.  The Bonding fee was omitted in error from 
the 1st invoice so a 2nd invoice will be issued.  You can 
either wait on the 2nd invoice or simple add $5.50 to 
the 1st invoice when remitting it.

Membership . . . all Units must be using the new 
recap forms that require the names to be listed in 
alpha order on the sheet.  You are not to send the 
roster sheets marked in to our office for processing.  
Any rosters received will be returned.

Each year must be on a separate recap sheet with 
separate payment. Please throw all back dues 
payment forms and all old transmittal forms away.  We 
will not accept membership submitted on these forms.

You can submit address, name changes and report a 
deceased member using a copy of a member data 
f o r m o r s i m p l y  t y p e d i n a n e m a i l t o 
memberhip@alafl.org.  We need the memberʼs name, 
ID #, Unit # and the change you are making.  If 
marking deceased, please provide date if death if you 
know it.

If a member is transferring into your Unit YOU MUST 
use a member data form.  It MUST be signed by  the 
member and a Unit officer.  If it is an out of state 

transfer, please understand it will be removed from 
your recap and processed once we are able to verify  it 
through National.  We have to do this through email 
and it sometimes takes days before we can get 
confirmation and authorization to proceed with 
processing.  In an effort to not hold the entire recap, 
we remove it and process it alone.  If you want to 
speed up the process, submit all out of state transfers 
by themselves.

Please, please, please list the members you paying in 
alpha order on the recap sheet.  Once you are 
processing membership you will understand the 
importance of this request!

Fall Conference . . . the Call to Conference will be 
mailed to all Units within the next few weeks.  We are 
waiting for confirmation on a few details.  The dates 
were put out last year and this is the last year for the 
Wyndham so you all should have everything you need 
to make your reservations.  Remember the cut-off for 
the rate is Oct 18th.

I would like to thank the volunteers that have come 
into Department to help  with the enormous task of 
processing membership and getting out the Plans of 
Action.  We had a few challenges and a lot of laughs 
but I really  appreciate their taking the time to pitch in.  
Hats off to the following:

 Diane Rousseau, Department President – 
Plans of Action & Membership

 Peggy Hearlson, Department Vice President - 
Membership

 Nell Colbert, Unit 112 -
 Membership

 TK Wildrick, Unit 183 – 
Plans of Action & Membership

 Sandra Foust, Unit 183 – 
Membership

To the many  others that offered and were willing to 
come in, please understand, we have limited room 
here and sign-on codes for membership so we were 
limited in how many  helpers we could use at one time.  
For the President and Vice President, they both have 
a good understanding of how things work here in the 
office now, having spent so much time here.  I have 
enjoyed working with both of them.

We continue to make progress on the website.  We 
are hoping to go live very  soon.. One of the first things 

From the Secretary’s Pad...
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you will notice is the ability  to set up an account, which 
will enable us to capture your email address and then 
once we have all these emails we can do email blasts 
with important information.  Eventually  we want to 
send the Communiqué out to as many  members as 
possible, not just the ones that attend meetings.  The 
more members we reach with our messages and 
program information the more involvement we can 
inspire.

There continues to be a lot of confusion on what tax 
exemptions Units are entitled to.  Units are NOT 
sales tax exempt!  Unless . . . You registered your 
Unit to be so with the State of Florida.  You had to 
apply  for it by  completing an application and along with 
the application you had to submit a copy  of you 
charter, the IRS determination letter showing you are a 
501 c (19) under the National 0964 umbrella.  Once 
that is accepted by  the State of Florida, they will issue 
you a Certificate of Exemption that you must present a 
copy  of to each company  you purchase from.  This 
certificate of exemption DOES NOT exempt you from 
collection and remitting sales tax to the State.  No unit 
is or can be exempt from that.  If you do more than 2 
events that raise money  where attendees receive 
something for their money, they money  received is 
taxable.  Dinner, dance, yard sale, selling food at 
bingos, Friday  night suppers . . . you get the idea.  If 
the people attending get something for their money 
(food, entertainment, etc.) it is taxable.  NO Unit is 
exempt from collecting and remitting sales tax to the 
State of Florida.

It is each Unitʼs responsibility  to contact the 
Department of Revenue to determine their obligation 
to the State.

If your Unit does Bingo you need to be very  familiar 
with the Bingo rules in the State of Florida.  The most 
common mistake we see when doing audits is you 
cannot use Bingo money  to help an individual.  The 
recipient of Bingo funds MUST be able to provide the 
Unit with an IRS determination letter much like the one 
we have showing they  are classed as a 501 c.  
Without being able to provide that paperwork to you, 
they would not be entitled to receive revenue from 
Bingo in the State of Florida.  

Remember you must keep all Bingo funds and 
expenses separate from all other unit income and 
expenses.  Some units have a separate bank account 
for bingo,  It is not necessary  to have a separate 
account, but the records must reflect separate ledger 
balances for both income and expenses pertaining to 
bingo.

Frequently asked question . . . Do all employees of a 
Post have to be members of our Organization?  The 
answer is NO, however, due to the Smoking/
Employment laws in Florida, for a post to remain a 
smoking Post, all employees must belong to our 
organization.  Do not be pressured into accepting a 
membership application from someone that works in 
the Post lounge that is not eligible for membership just 
because the post demands you do so!

Robin Briere
Secretary- Treasurer 

Welcome to the Legislative program. We need every Unit 
member to read and email their representatives to support 
the American Legion initiatives.

On the home page of the American Legion website, http://
www.legion.org, there is a Legislative Action link near the 
bottom right-hand corner. Click the link and you can read all 
the bills that the American Legion supports. On the left side 
of this page you can click on the Legislative Weekly Update 
for the latest information. You can also sign up for American 
Legion Legislative Action alerts that will be sent to you in 
an email.

One bill that is being considered is The Civilian Service 
Recognition Act of 2011 (H.R. 2061) introduced May 31 by 
Rep. Bill Hanna of New York. The bill seeks to authorize the 

presentation of a United States flag at the funeral of Federal 
civilian employees who are killed while performing official 
duties or because of their status as a Federal employee.

The American Legion does not support this legislation. 
National Commander Fang Wong said, "Civil service 
workers do not sign a pledge to defend America with their 
lives, they are not forced to serve in combat zones, and their 
work routines do not include engaging enemy forces 
overseas." The American flag should be reserved for our 
military to show our honor and respect for their sacrifice.

Kathy DeRouin
Chirman

Legislative
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VA&R
Now	
  that	
  all	
  or	
  most	
  Schools	
  of	
  Instruc2ons	
  are	
  over,	
  we	
  can	
  
get	
  to	
  the	
  business	
  of	
  assis2ng	
  our	
  Veterans.	
  The	
  Homeless	
  
Veterans	
  are	
  out	
  there,	
  so	
  we	
  need	
  to	
  make	
  a	
  special	
  effort	
  
to	
  find	
  them	
  and	
  care	
  for	
  them.

Remember	
  the	
  red	
  &	
  white	
  VA&R	
  buEon?	
  Please	
  wear	
  it	
  
with	
  pride	
  leHng	
  all	
  know	
  that	
  “We	
  will	
  not	
  forget,	
  it’s	
  all	
  
about	
  the	
  Vets”	
  our	
  slogan	
  for	
  this	
  year.	
  I	
  will	
  have	
  more	
  
buEons	
  at	
  Fall	
  Conference.

The	
  newly	
  revised	
  VA&R	
  2011	
  “Guide	
  for	
  Volunteers”	
  has	
  a	
  
wealth	
  of	
  informa2on	
  that	
  will	
  help	
  all	
  beEer	
  understand	
  the	
  
obliga2ons	
  of	
  the	
  organiza2on	
  at	
  all	
  levels.	
  It	
  does	
  not	
  
contain	
  the	
  Field	
  Service	
  Orienta2on,	
  but	
  has	
  valuable	
  
informa2on,	
  recommenda2ons,	
  etc.	
  If	
  your	
  Unit	
  or	
  District	
  
needs	
  	
  A	
  Field	
  Service	
  Orienta2on,	
  contact	
  an	
  Instructor	
  in	
  
your	
  District,	
  a	
  list	
  of	
  cer2fied	
  instructors	
  is	
  in	
  the	
  Plan	
  of	
  
Ac2on.	
  I	
  was	
  asked	
  where	
  can	
  you	
  get	
  the	
  blue	
  Orienta2on	
  
cards,	
  order	
  from	
  Department	
  Headquarters.

AWARDS:	
  Please	
  note	
  that	
  there	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  entries	
  for	
  The	
  
CharloEe	
  Lane	
  Trophy	
  in	
  the	
  Plan	
  of	
  Ac2on	
  this	
  award	
  is	
  no	
  
longer	
  available,	
  it	
  expired	
  in	
  2011.	
  I	
  apologize	
  for	
  the	
  error.

The	
  Month	
  of	
  October	
  has	
  three	
  events	
  that	
  promote	
  
objec2ves	
  #	
  2	
  &	
  3	
  of	
  the	
  VA&R	
  Program.	
  First	
  is	
  Ride	
  2	
  

Recovery	
  Seminole	
  Cycle	
  Fest	
  ,	
  Sunday	
  October	
  2,	
  2011	
  in	
  
Lake	
  Mary,	
  FL;	
  second	
  is	
  Florida’s	
  Challenge	
  October	
  24-­‐30,	
  
2011	
  from	
  Jacksonville	
  to	
  Tampa	
  (I	
  will	
  be	
  aEending	
  the	
  
start).	
  And	
  the	
  third	
  event	
  is	
  the	
  Crea2ve	
  Arts	
  Fes2val	
  in	
  
FayeEeville,	
  ARK,	
  October	
  17-­‐23,	
  2011.

Ac2vi2es	
  your	
  Unit	
  can	
  have	
  to	
  promote	
  the	
  VA&R	
  Program	
  
by	
  Honoring	
  their	
  Service:	
  September-­‐	
  I	
  am	
  sure	
  your	
  Unit	
  
along	
  with	
  the	
  Post	
  observed	
  Patriot	
  Day	
  (9/11)	
  and	
  
Cons2tu2on/September	
  17.	
  October-­‐	
  Honor	
  Service	
  through	
  
educa2on;	
  donate	
  to	
  or	
  start	
  a	
  food	
  pantry;	
  make	
  your	
  local	
  
elected	
  officials	
  aware	
  of	
  the	
  plight	
  of	
  the	
  Homeless	
  
Veterans;	
  November-­‐	
  Veterans	
  Day,	
  and	
  Thanksgiving	
  Day.

LADIES	
  THERE	
  IS	
  A	
  GREAT	
  NEED	
  FOR	
  DITTY	
  BAGS	
  AT	
  THE	
  LAKE	
  
CITY	
  V.A.M.C.,	
  MORE	
  THAN	
  A	
  DOZEN

ARE	
  DISTRIBUTED	
  EVERY	
  WEEK.	
  ELAINE	
  WERNER	
  IS	
  THE	
  
REPRESENTATIVE.	
  PLEASE	
  LET’S	
  MAKE	
  IT	
  HAPPEN,	
  
REMEMBER	
  “I	
  WON’T	
  FORGET,	
  IT’S	
  ALL	
  ABOUT	
  THE	
  
VETS”DON’T	
  FORGET,	
  IT’S	
  ALL	
  ABOUT	
  THE	
  VETS!

Gerrie	
  Bailey
Chairman

Our	
  game	
  of	
  Leap	
  Frog	
  has	
  begun.	
  By	
  now,	
  most	
  of	
  the	
  
District	
  Schools	
  of	
  Instruc2on	
  have	
  been	
  held.	
  The	
  District	
  
Chairman	
  took	
  the	
  first	
  leap	
  when	
  they	
  presented	
  their	
  Plans	
  
of	
  Ac2on.	
  It	
  is	
  now	
  up	
  to	
  the	
  Unit	
  Chairman	
  to	
  take	
  their	
  leap.

Read	
  the	
  Plan	
  of	
  Ac2on	
  and	
  the	
  Year-­‐end	
  Report	
  form	
  so	
  you	
  
know	
  what	
  the	
  priori2es	
  are.	
  That	
  way	
  you	
  can	
  decide	
  what	
  
leap	
  for	
  the	
  children	
  you	
  want	
  to	
  work	
  on	
  first.	
  Check	
  out	
  the	
  
Resources	
  so	
  you	
  can	
  plan	
  your	
  leap.

Will	
  it	
  be	
  to	
  Adopt	
  a	
  Military	
  Child	
  or	
  making	
  Hero	
  Packs?	
  
How	
  about	
  giving	
  You’re	
  My	
  Hero	
  awards?	
  Whatever	
  you	
  
decide	
  to	
  do	
  first,	
  make	
  your	
  plan	
  and	
  then	
  work	
  your	
  plan	
  so	
  
you	
  have	
  a	
  successful	
  leap!

In	
  June,	
  16	
  Auxiliary	
  members	
  leaped	
  to	
  “man”	
  the	
  phones	
  at	
  
the	
  Children’s	
  Miracle	
  Network,	
  All	
  Children’s	
  Hospital	
  
Telethon.	
  The	
  5th	
  District	
  leaped	
  into	
  ac2on	
  by	
  helping	
  with	
  an	
  
Opera2on	
  Military	
  Kids	
  sleep	
  over	
  in	
  August.	
  Have	
  you	
  made	
  
a	
  leap?	
  Keep	
  me	
  informed	
  so	
  I	
  know	
  what	
  you	
  are	
  doing	
  and	
  

who	
  are	
  leaping	
  for	
  all	
  the	
  
children.	
  I	
  know	
  that	
  all	
  units	
  will	
  do	
  their	
  best	
  to	
  support	
  all	
  
the	
  children’s	
  programs.

Remember	
  to	
  promote	
  Halloween	
  Safety,	
  we	
  must	
  do	
  all	
  that	
  
we	
  can	
  to	
  keep	
  our	
  children	
  safe.	
  Did	
  you	
  know	
  that	
  
September	
  12th	
  has	
  been	
  proclaimed	
  Florida’s	
  Missing	
  
Children	
  Day.

The	
  only	
  dumb	
  ques2on	
  is	
  the	
  one	
  that	
  isn’t	
  asked,	
  so	
  don’t	
  
hesitate	
  to	
  contact	
  me.	
  
If	
  I	
  don’t	
  know	
  the	
  answer	
  I	
  will	
  do	
  my	
  best	
  to	
  find	
  it	
  for	
  you.	
  I	
  
am	
  only	
  an	
  e-­‐mail	
  or	
  phone	
  call	
  away.	
  
Childrenyouth@alafl.org	
  or	
  239-­‐369-­‐4399

Let’s	
  keep	
  our	
  leap	
  frog	
  game	
  going	
  across	
  the	
  Department	
  of	
  
Florida,	
  you	
  could	
  be	
  the	
  one	
  to	
  leap	
  into	
  first	
  place!

Lois	
  McFall
Chairman

!
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This	
  is	
  the	
  schedule	
  so	
  far	
  for	
  ABC	
  Schools	
  for	
  the	
  2011-­‐2012	
  year:

4th	
  District	
  –	
  November	
  12,	
  2011	
  –	
  Shirley	
  Fraser

5th	
  District	
  –	
  October	
  15,	
  2011	
  –	
  Mary	
  Kelly-­‐Perkins

6th	
  District	
  -­‐	
  	
  October	
  1,	
  2011	
  –	
  Shirley	
  Fraser

8th	
  District	
  -­‐	
  	
  October	
  8,	
  2011	
  –	
  Mary	
  Heenan

9th	
  District	
  -­‐	
  	
  February	
  19,	
  2012	
  –	
  Mary	
  Kelly-­‐Perkins

12	
  District	
  –	
  October	
  15,	
  2011	
  –	
  Maureen	
  Costello

	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  And	
  	
  	
  	
  	
  November	
  5,	
  2011	
  –	
  Mary	
  Kelly-­‐Perkins

13th	
  District	
  –	
  October	
  8,	
  2011	
  	
  -­‐	
  Mary	
  Kelly-­‐Perkins

15th	
  District	
  –	
  October	
  15,	
  2011	
  –	
  Mary	
  Heenan

16th	
  District	
  –	
  September	
  24,	
  2011	
  –	
  Shirley	
  Fraser

17th	
  District	
  –	
  Pending	
  either	
  December	
  10	
  or	
  11,	
  2011

Our	
  team	
  is	
  ready	
  to	
  assist	
  you	
  and	
  now	
  is	
  the	
  Sme	
  to	
  be	
  joUng	
  down	
  your	
  quesSons	
  that	
  you	
  may	
  have.	
  	
  We	
  
are	
  prepared	
  to	
  cover	
  the	
  programs,	
  officer	
  and	
  member	
  responsibiliSes,	
  consStuSonal	
  conferences,	
  unit	
  
finances	
  and	
  any	
  other	
  quesSon	
  relaSng	
  to	
  the	
  American	
  Legion	
  Auxiliary.

If	
  your	
  District	
  has	
  not	
  yet	
  scheduled	
  an	
  ABC	
  school	
  please	
  contact	
  me	
  as	
  soon	
  as	
  possible	
  as	
  the	
  dates	
  are	
  
flying	
  by.	
  	
  All	
  requests	
  should	
  come	
  to	
  the	
  Leadership	
  Chairman	
  and	
  I	
  can	
  be	
  reached	
  via	
  email	
  at	
  
leadership@alafl.org	
  or	
  you	
  can	
  call	
  me	
  at	
  352-­‐428-­‐1649

Mary	
  Kelly-­‐Perkins
Chairman

Message	
  from	
  Erna	
  Schwabe

I	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  each	
  and	
  everyone	
  of	
  you	
  for	
  the	
  cards,	
  prayers,	
  notes	
  and	
  phone	
  calls during	
  my	
  
recent	
  knee	
  surgery.	
  	
  I	
  am	
  up	
  and	
  at	
  ‘em	
  and	
  will	
  see	
  you	
  all	
  somewhere.	
  	
  Again	
  it	
  libed	
  my spirits	
  and	
  

made	
  my	
  recovery	
  much	
  faster.

!
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National President Kris  Nelson is  making her official visit to the Department of Florida during the upcoming Ride 2 
Recovery (“R2R”) Florida Challenge.  She will be arriving on Monday, October 24th and leaving the morning of 
Thursday, October 27th.  In addition to being at the start of the R2R on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings, the 
following events have been scheduled for President Kris while she is traveling in the 5th and 17th Districts.    

All members of  the American Legion Family are invited and encouraged to attend any and all events and visits.

Monday, October 24th:

Dinner at Post 316	 (located at 1127 Atlantic Blvd., Atlantic Beach)
	 	 	 	 6:00 p.m.	 Social Hour
	 	 	 	 7:00 p.m.	 Dinner

• If  you wish to attend this gathering, reservations must be made by Sunday, October 16th by 
contacting 5th District President Robin Combs at (904) 703-9587.

Tuesday, October 25th:

12:00 p.m.	 Lunch at Post 37	 (located at 1 Anderson Circle, St. Augustine)

1:30 p.m.	 Tour of  Clyde E. Lassen State Veterans Nursing Home
	 	 	 4650 SR 16, St. Augustine

• If  you wish to attend the lunch and/or tour, reservations must be made by Sunday, October 16th by 
contacting 5th District President Robin Combs at (904) 703-9587.

Wednesday, October 26th:

	 1:00 p.m.	 Tour of  Emory Bennett Nursing Home
	 	 	 	 1920 Mason Avenue, Daytona Beach

	 2:30 p.m.	 Tour of  William V. Chappell, Jr. V.A. Outpatient Clinic
	 	 	 	 551 National Health Care Drive, Daytona Beach

	 5:00 p.m.	 Meet and Greet at Post 361 (at 2648 S. Ridgewood Avenue, S. Daytona

	 6:00 p.m.	 Dinner at Post 361 (at 2648 S. Ridgewood Avenue, S. Daytona)
• If  you wish to attend this dinner, the cost is $15 per person (salad, shrimp cocktail, prime rib, baked 

potato, roll, and dessert).  Reservations must be made by Sunday, October 16th by contacting 17th 
District President Eleanor Amato at (386) 427-1168, or 17th District Secretary Sherry Wingard at 
(386) 456-0774.

• Also, if  you plan on attending either of  the tours, please let either Eleanor or Sherry know so they 
can plan on how many will be there.

NATIONAL PRESIDENT KRIS NELSON
is visiting

THE DEPARTMENT OF FLORIDA


















